— { 7 « . 4 A . "#; 4 N 1 2 - > * hs 4 10 
8 i 7 J 14 * a F 7 . «<A v - x 4 > 7 8 
* 1 i | _ F ' , er . 
= 0 
— A'\ * a> : F 1 . * 
* 1 * % * 1 5 
4 Y "F< . 
—_ 15 . F 
, N *. . , 
32 "i 
* * 
* 
« oF * % 
8 4 
$A . by 
. 4 


"SERMONS. 


Preached at St. MA RY's 


UNIVERSITY of OX FORD, 


ww 


Feb. II. 20 III. J '; 
and Mar. 12. 1762. s 
” Ping: the Dare appointed for 


GEN ERAL FASTING 
"AN D | 
HUMILIATION, &c. 


By JOHN BURTON, D. P. 
Fellow of ETON 1 


— — - 
*. , — "I 8 9 K. * . * 


©, & _ &* © * 


: . * 
— _ * — 22 — — — — —— AD. ad 2 — — — = =» 
* 4 - _ 
— t=-$2itzx gh —»< = ITT < oper ty — — — 


> ene lite Sul om a 


® * e 
o — - 


ox —— — — — * - 


o XF OR D: 
Printed at the THEATER for J. FLETCHER 


in the Turl, Oxon, and fold by J. FLETCHER i 
in St. Paul's Church-Yard, London. 1762, | J | 


N 7 1 * 4 
- 
fP * 
1 
iS , 9 + 
L 
. — 
- . * 4 * 7 - 
- * * 
1 _ - 
* . 


« _- 
: k 
% 
0 * 
Imprimatur, 
P by 
7 * ö - * n 
e P * 
Mar. 23. 1762. 
FR © Ts ' ; 
3 * 
— 
5 9 © 2 „ — 
* 
* 
8 , - > 
: s 4 
( - 
: 4 
* U * 


* * 
7 
* F 
, _ 
* * * 
: 
» 
. 
— } — 
. # * 
3 4d | 
* 
* 
* * Qs 
- « * * * 
1 
* 
— . a+ Pl 
- -- 
* 
H "I 
a 
oy - Y 4 UW 


- 


Vice-Can. O x 


p ” « 
A% 
* 
% - 
* 
- — 
* 
x 
* » * ., — 
* 
$ : 
1 . 
FP " © + 
4 225% „„ — 1 ® - - 
ij 
+ & % 
* = 
. 
* 
„ 2 = 
. 
4s * W * W 6 yy ww 
„ 
# % 7 
- — * P 
Ce? 8 
* 
* 
7 
- m. - 
+» * 
. |? 


f * 
* 1 
P 
ws % 
' 12 
o * 


4 


ON. 


IS AI. XXII. 12, 13, 14. 


And in that day did the Lord God of Hoſts call to 
weeping, and to mourning, and to baldneſs, 
and to girding with ſackcloth: — And behold, 
Joy and gladneſs, flaying oxen, and killing 
ſheep, eating fleſh, and drinking wine ; let us 
c eat and drink for to morrow we ſhall die. And 
it was revealed in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, 
Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you, 
till ye die, ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts. 

| which ſooner or later ſhould be brought 
upon the Jeus by a foreign invaſion. The 
deſign of this and other like propheſies was to 

awaken that proud luxurious people out of a 

ſtate of unwarranted ſecurity — to make them 

apprehenſive of their real danger — to call off 
their truſt from the arm of fe/b, from means 

merely human, their political wiſdom and mili- 

tary power — to direct their views to the Lord 

God of Hoſts: to the * that they might we 

g 3 the 


N this chapter we have before us a pro- 
phetick repreſentation of the calamities, 
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( 2] 
the neceſſity of. humbling themſelyes under his 
mighty hand, and by the reformation of their 
manners reconcile themſelves to his favour, and 
engage his protection. 

The words of my Text contain ſeveral par- 
ticulars which merit our ſerious regard: and 
more eſpecially, as the ſimilitude of many cir- 
cumſtances points out the application to our 


# 


own caſe. | | 
For the better underſtanding the whole, I 
ſhall. briefly conſider and explain each clauſe 
and, as I paſs on, occaſionally offer ſome re- 
flexions — and laſtly apply the Doctrine to its 
moral uſes, and the purpoſes of the preſent So- 
lemmity. WEE. by 
The firſt point here aſſerted is a matter of 
Fact: namely, that God did call the Jews to re- 

ntance. Now concerning the manner of this 
divine Call 'tis to be obſerved, that this is ei- 
ther ordinary or extraordinary. Of the former 
ſort is that which is convey'd to an attentive 
confiderate mind in the common diſpenſations 
of God's Providence; where the notoriety of the 
caſe it ſelf, as it points out the interpoſition of 
the finger of God, does withal ſuggeſt the mo- 
ral duties required of men in ſuch circumſtances: 
| fo that when God's judgments are ſeen in the earth 
the inhabitants may learn righteouſneſs. To this 
head may alſo be referred that Call, which is 
contained in God's ffanding Word, applied by 
is Miniſters for the inſtruction and admonition 
of the people, and is, as it were, an occaſional 
republication of the divine will. 1 

5 ut 
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But the latter ſort implies the viſble interpo- 
ſition of God himſelf upon ſome ſpecial and 
important occaſions: as when God raiſes up 
Prophets, the preachers of righteouſneſs and 
Heralds of his judgments empowered to de- 
clare to the people ſome particular and intereſt- 
ing meſſage. Such we ſuppoſe that Call to 
be which is mentioned in my Text. It does 
not indeed appear from the Chapter that this 
extraordinary meſſage was delivered by 1/a:zah 
himſelf: yet though not expreſſly mention- 
ed, it is by no means improbabie; ſince the 
general tenour of his preaching tended to this 

oint. | | 

4 But this is certain, that there was a ſolemn 

ſtulation and withal a ſevere denunciation 
of God's judgments delivered by a contempo- 
rary of 1aiah, the Prophet a Micah. And we 
find it cited by Jeremiab 26. 18. Micah the 
Moraſthite propheſied in the days of Hezekiah 
King of Fudah, and ſpake to all the people of 
Fudab. b Now the purport of this is the ſame 
with that of aiab's prophecies : firſt there is an 
upbraiding repreſentation of national wicked- 
neſs; and in conſequence of that, there follows 
a threatning of national puniſhment. 0 


a c. III, 9, 10, 11, 12. b of Tudah — ſaying, thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, Zion fhall be plowed lite a field, and Feruſalem 
ſhall become heaps, and the mountain of the houſe as the high 
places of the foreſt. Did Hexetiab king of Fudah and all Judab 
put him at all to death ? did he not fear the Lord and beſought 
the Lord? and the Lord repented him of the evil which he bad 
pronounced againſt them ? Thus might we procure great evil againſt 


eur own ſouls. Jer. 26. 18, 19. $5 
Now 
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Now concerning the manner of the divine 
Call it may be remarked: that in propor- 
tion to the notoriety of the Call, or the ex- 
traordinary circumſtances, by which the deli- 
very of it is attended, being ſuch as are beſt 
ſuited to excite mens regard and command 
their reverence; I ſay, in proportion to the 
means of conviction thus offered, mens inatten- 
tion, irreverence and diſobedience receive addi- 
tional degrees of aggravation, and ſubje& them 
to the more ſevere inflictions of the divine 22 
ments. 
The next particular to be obſerved is the cir- 
cumſtance of Time, when this Call was made. 
The terms, in which this is expreſſed, are not 
indeed preciſely determinate: in that day did the 
Lord God of Hoſts call, &c. there is no reference 
here expreſſly made to any particular tranſ- 
action, by. which the date might be aſcertained. 
But, from many internal evidences contained 
in this chapter, compared. with ſeveral circum- 
ftances mentioned in other parts of Scripture, 


we may in general, upon good grounds, collect 


that this Call was made in the reign of King 
Hezekiah — * after the Reformation of Reli- 
gion in the Jewiſh Church, and the reeſtabliſh- 
ment of the State — after his ſucceſsful war 
with the Philiſtines, — and after the recovery 
of the territories, which, in the ame of his fa- 


a This reformation was begun in the Arn year of Hexetiab. 
2 Chron. 29. 


b 2 Kings 18, 8. ſee hiſtory of 4haz there, and 2 Chron. 
28. 7. 18. 


ther 
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ther Ahaz, were torn away from Judah — 
a after the deſtruction and captivity of 1/-ae/ by 
Shalmaneſer King of Aſſyria — b after his ſhak- 
ing off the yoke of Subjection to the A. 
rian — © after his ſtrengthening of Jeruſalem in 
an extraordinary manner by all kinds of mili- 
tary proviſion — d before the degradation and 
puniſhment of Sbebna, the Treaſurer, who was 
over the Houſe — © before the advancement of 
Eliakim into his Poſt — f and therefore before 
the advancing of Sennacherib againſt Feruſalem 
after his ſucceſs in other attempts — 8 before the 
Embaſly of Rabſhakeh in defiance of the God 
of Iſrael : at which time we find that h Elia- 
kim was in fact inveſted in the title and office, 
which was before poſſeſſed by Shebna: ſo that, 
upon the whole, it * to Hon been in =o 


2 King 7 6. this happened in the on year of Hee 

b 2 Kings 18. 7. the 4/hrian was then engaged in other 
wars: and, after having belieged Tyre five years, he dies : den. 
nacherib ſuceeeds. | 

c 2 Chron. 32. 3, 4, 5, 6. — & Ifai. 22, 8, 9, 10, 11, — 
this preparation was made by Hexeliab upon the invaſion chreat- 
ened by Sennacberib. 

d Ifai. 22. 15, 16, 17. — where the * fall of this 
Miniſter is repreſented. 

e Iſai. 22. 20, 21. — this change happened in the fame year 
ſoon afterwards. 

Ff 2 Kings 18. 13. — Ifai. 36. 1. — Sennacherib had belive 
this attacked ſome other Cities of Judab; but ſome other wars 
called him off for a while : he was now returned ; and threat- 
ened Jeruſalem with a ſiege. 

g Iſai. 36. 2, 4. 

h Ifai. 36. 3.— 37. 2. — 22. 20, — Elickin was now prime 
Miniſter, 


14th 


[6] 
14th year of Hezekiab's reign, * that year in 
which Sennacherib came up againſt the fenced 
| cities of Judah and took them — at which time 
ll! b Hezekiab, under the apprehenſion of the com- 
| mon danger, did ſubmit to pay three hundred 
talerits of filver, and thirty talents of gold to 
that perfidious Prince; who received the money, 
| but broke his faith, and renewed the inva- 
fion — < that year in which Hezekiah was ſick 
unto death — in which he was favoured with 
a miraculous aſſurance of his d recovery and the 
deliverance of e Feruſalem from the Aſſyrian 
power. — I look upon his, as the critical junc- 
tare of time implied in my Text. It ſeems that 
Sennacherib had, upon advice that f Tirhakab 
King of Ethiopia was come forth to make war 
with him, for awhile withdrawn his powers 
from Judea, and marched out to give him 
battle: and having then defeated the allied ar- 
my, on which the Jews had placed no ſmall 
confidence, he reſumed his attempt upon Jeru- 
ſalem. A ſiege was threatened and ex : all 
manner of preparation was made for the de- 
fence of the City: King Hezetiab at the point 


a Iſai. 36. 1. — 2 Kings 18. 15. 

þ 2 Kings 18. 13, 14.- - - - 

c 2 Kings 20. 1. — Iſa. 38. 1. — Hezeliab's cure effected 
V. 7. Retrograde motion of the ſun v. 8. Behold I will add 
unto. thy days fifteen years, and I will deliver thee and this city 
out of the hand of the King of 4/hria, and I will defend this 
city — If. 38. 5, 6. — 5 | 

d 2 Kings 20.5. 

e 2 Kings 20. 6. 

F Iſai. 37. 9. 


of 
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of death was miraculouſly recovered, and at 
the ſame time comforted with the aſſurance 
of bleſſings both perſonal and publick, = the 
addition of fifteen yeats to the term of his life, 
and the divine protection of Jeruſalem a guoſt 
the blaſphemous invader. 

b Tis not improbable that on theſe accounts 
both King and People, preſuming on their pre- 
ſent and future ſecurity; inſtead of expreſſing 
their gratitude. for the wonderful bleſſings re- 
ceived, and their juſt ſenſe of their dependency 
on the Author "of their happineſs, by ſome ſo- 
lemn acts of piety and humiliation, grew in- 
temperate in the expreſſions of their ill-timed 
ſenſual joy ; they wantonly triumphed in their 
preſent proſperity, unmindful of their almighty 
Deliverer ; and by this inſtance of ingratitude 
they incurred the diſpleaſure of God, . whoſe 
goodneſs they abuſed. This ſuppoſition, on the 
face of things, appears probable; ſuch behaviour, 
by the common effect of proſperity, being in ge- 
neral found agreeable to the ordinary workings 
of mens perverſe minds; it was particularly ſo 
to the temper of the Jews, a people not more 
diſtinguiſhed by uncommon felicities, than by 
their * an untoward difpofition'! 
c which their inſpired Lawgiver foreſceing, en- 


- a Iſa. 38. 5. Hezetiab reigned in all twenty nine years — 
the invalion by Sennacherib — his fickneſs and recovery hap- 
pened in the 14th year: the 15 years added — up the whole 
29 years. 

b 2 Chron. 32. 25. 

c Deut. 6. 10, 11, 12. Deut. 8. 10, 11. 


deavoured 


[8] 

deavoured to prevent and diſcourage by variety 
of cautions and admonitions. 

But further — the ſacred hiſtory likewiſe 
countenances this ſuppoſition : for we read in 
2 Chron. 32. 26 26. that Hezekiah rendered 
not again according to the benefit done . unto bim: 
for his heart was lifted up; therefore was there 
wrath upon him, and upon Judah, and upon Je- 
ruſalem. Notwithfkanding, Hezekiah humbled 
himſelf for the pride of bis heart, both he and the 
inhabitants of — Jo that the wrath of 
e e in the days of He- 
zekiah. 

It appears from this e that ſome bene- 
fit was done unto Hezekiab, and that in a 
double reſpect, national as well as perſonal : 
for an aſſurance of both was given by the Pro- 
phet at the ſame; time. We here ſee the ef- 
fect of the promiſed ſecurity, ingratitude and 
pride of heart; and, in conſequence of this, 
the wrath of God denounced both againſt the 

King and People; and not improbably by the 
very ſame Prophet, who had juſt before Aal 
vered the glad tidings of the common fatety ; — 
and laſtly, the ſuſpenſion of the threatened judg- 
ments upon their humiliation: — all theſe cir- 
cumſtances concur to ſupport the probability of 
the. ſuppoſition above mentioned. 

But after all, if the terms in that day be un- 
der ſtood as connected with the clauſe imme- 
diately preceding, then the time of the Pro- 
phecy probably takes place, when the Aſyrian 


powers being for a while withdrawn, the Fews 
had 


191 
had improved the advantage of that calm in- 
terval, and having compleated the fortifica- 
tions of Feruſalem, now triumphed in their 
imaginary. ſtate of ſecurity: accordingly we 
' conceive this to be the connexion of 
the Prophet's diſcourſe and expoſtulation 
with the * Ye have indeed uſed the 
t beſt human means for the defence of your 
City; and I am far from blaming ſuch neceſ- 
te ſary precautions: but herein I condemn your 


«folly and wickedneſs, in that at the ſame time 
you have not any reſpect unto your almighty 
Defender. Under theſe circumſtances, acts of 
<« piety and humiliation would better become 
<« you than theſe expreſſions of haſty joy and 
e ſenſual pleaſures ; ſince hereby, as ye do not 
8. 


t ſhew any ſenſe of God's you moſt 
<« affuredly provoke his diſpleaſure.” — Now all 
this may very well agree with the preſent ſup- 
poſition that this tranſaction: hap in the 
fourteenth year of Hezekiah. So that, on the 
whole, we may conſider the day, in which the 


Lord God of Hoſts called the Fews to repentance, 


not as a day of immediate trouble and diſtreſs, 
but rather as a day of publick eaſe and ſecurity, 
and therefore a day of danger, of danger more 
real and certain as being leſs ſuſpected and fore- 
ſeen, and, as ſuch, worthy of ſome extraordinary 
From hence we are led to the next thing ob- 
ſervable, namely, the moral! character of the 
Fews, which gave occaſion to the ſevere threat- 

LY | . 8 ening 


10 

ening in the laſt clauſe of my Text. This we 
may collect from ſeveral Nen of 8 — 
tory drawn together. | 

Firſt then, from 2 Chron.) 3a. 4 5 we per- 
ceive their over-weening pride and ingratitude. 
\ 2dly, from 1/azab, chap. 30. and 3 1. we per- 
ceive their irreligious diſtruſt of the divine pro- 
tection, by having recourſe to methods diſap- 
proved by God; ſuch as alliances with 
Pharaoh, and truſting in the thadow of Egypt, 
and depending upon theſe ſuccours, as ſufficient 
to make head againſt the formidable Aſyrian. 

3dly, We find the prophet Micab brings a 
heavy charge of oppreſſion and injuſtice, of bri- 
bery and corruption; the Heads of the people 
judge for reward, and the Priefts teach for hire. 
— of groſs hypocriſy, and vain pretences to 
Religion, and the divine favour ; and in conſe- 
quence of this, their aſſurance of ſafety and proſ- 
perity in the midſt of difficulties and dangers. 
Notwithſtanding their wicked practices, yet 
they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, is not the Lord 
among us? no evil: ſhall happen unto us. He then 
denounces the juſt judgments of God upon Je- 
ruſalom: therefore ſhall Zion for your ſake.be 
plowed as a ela, and —— 2 become 
heaps. © 

Athly, The Text and context repreſent their 
abuſe of plenty, their ſenſuality, their diſſolute 
gaicty and levity of mind, their carnal ſecurity, 
their confidence in their own power, diſclaiming 
the neceſſity of the divine protection; and all 
this at a tine, when the * being only 

for 


7 111 
bor a while ſuſpended, ought to have awakened 
their juſt apprehenſion, — when the ſenſe of 
their dependent ſinful ſtate called them rather 
to a ſerious contrition with acts of abſtinence and 
4 humiliation. Accordingly our Prophet thus ex- 
poſtulates with them in the words immediately 
preceding my Text: And thou didſt look in that 
day to the armour of the houſe of the foreſt. Ye bave 
ſeen alſo the breaches of the city of David, that they 
are many : * athered together the waters of 
the — ith and e have — the. houſes of 
Feruſalen, — the — have ye broken down to 
fortify the wall : ye made alſo a ditch. between the 
two walls for the waters of the old pool, but ye 
have not looked unto the Maker thereof, neither 
had reſpect unto him that faſhioned it long ago. 

It appears by this account, that they had been 
induſtrious in making the beſt proviſion for the 
defence- of the City: but they. were too well 
pleaſed with the imagined ſufficiency of their 
own performances : they thought that they bad 
counſel and firength: for the war. Their walls 
were repaired — fortified with towers. What- 
ſoever might be of uſe to the enemy or incum- 
brance to the inhabitants, was deſtroyed; the 
waters of the brook. by under- ground pipes were 
conveyed from — the walls into the City, 
ſo as to relieve their own wants, and diſtreſs the 


e eg : n magazines were well furniſhed, 
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a 2 Chron, 32. 5. — If. 22. 10. 
b 2 Chron. 32. 3, 4. 10. Beg 224 9.11. 
2 Chron, 32. 52 8. — 27, 28, 12 — l 22. 8. 
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their armory in complete order: ſo that from 
without and within they were, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, well prepared for a ſiege. But — they de- 
pended. ſo. entirely on theſe preparations that 
they began to forget that they were under a 
Theocracy : they placed their confidence merel 
in the arm of fleſh: they gloried 1n their ſelf. 
ſufficiency, and, in conſequence of ſuch wrong 
perſwaſions, they were ſo far from expreſſing 
any ſenſe of piety and humiliation, which their 
real circum ſhould have ſuggeſted, and 
which God did then more eſpecially require, 
that they rejoiced and rioted as in the day of 
triumph and proſperity, with all the wantonneſs 
of jollity and luxury. Upon this followed the 
juſt denuntiation of God's judgment upon them 
in the words of my Text, | 
We may here remark two points of doc- 
trine: namely, the wrath of God denounced 
againſt impenitent finners, and at the fame 
time alſo his forbearance and- goodneſs, which 
ſhould lead men to repentance, His threatnings, 
as well as promiſes, are conditional; they both 
are intended to work a change in the moral 
man, and thereby to reinſtate him in the pri- 
vileges of the divine favour, which are annexed 
to his obedience. In truth, there is the greater 
kindneſs in the appearance of the greater ſeve- 
rity: his admonitions go before puniſhments in 
order to prevent the infliction and the infliction 
itſelf is intended to prevent deſtruction.  - | 
 , Accordingly God in that day, a day of un- 
perceived danger, did either by the > 
115 0 


31 
of Iſaiah; or the Prophet Micab, admonifh and 
call this unattentive People to a ſerious frame 
of mind, to all proper expreſſions of penitence 
and-ſorrow ; ſuch as the ſenſe of their wicked- 

neſs, and the ſad effects attending it ought to 
ſuggeſt; ſuch as were the natural or inſtituted 
means to deprecate God's and avert his 
judgments: in tbat day did the Lord God of Hoſts 
call to weeping,” and to ron mg. and to Wah 
and to girding with ſackcloth. 

In the next place, we may W the mon- 
ſtrous infatuation and perverſeneſs of the le, 
deaf to this ſeaſonable admonition. Inſtead of 
humbling themſelves before God under the ſe- 
rious conviction of their wickedneſs and dan- 

„they acted like men under the aſſurance of 
ſafety and the divine favour, with all the inſo- 
lence of rejoicing, with all expreſſions of bru- 
tiſh luxury and triumph: bebold joy and gladneſs, 
ſlaying oxen and killing ſheep, eating e, und 

- drinking wine! Behold not merely an | 
ſimple diſobedience to the divine will, but an 
active preſumptuous oppoſition and defiance, a 
wantonneſs of contempt, and doing deſpite to 
this profered mercy and grace of God. 4 

But further, we may obſerve that abſurd 
principle, upon which they juſtified their pro- 
ceedings: Let us eat and drink for to morrow 
we die! it ſeems the ſhortneſs of their lives and 
their approaching: fate was by a prepoſterous 
way of reaſoning, into an argument 

for indulging their ſenſual appetites, and living 
and dying like brute beaſts. — Or perhaps this 


may 
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may be ſuppoſed ſpoken by 
profane 'banter 
ance, thus, if then, as theſe Prophets threaten 
us, our deſtruction is really approaching 


Able by the antici 
< the rigours of any preſent penance; but let 


inconſiſtent with the 
able men; but more ſo of thoſe, who were 


(14] 
way of ridicule and 
upon the Preachers of repent- 


well, be it fo: ſince we have hope in this 
« life only; let us not make our ſelves miſera- 
of future evils, or by 


< us improve the ſhort ſpace of time to the beſt 
« advantage, by all kinds of mirth and Jollity, 


« by every pleaſure of the animal life. 


In whatever point of view we conſider the 


caſe, we cannot but condemn their behaviour, 


as brutiſh and wicked, fooliſh and profane; 
character of reaſon- 


called the choſen. > of God. — To be 
indolent and inſenſible in times of danger, is a 
proof of an inexcuſable weakneſs or ſtupidity: 


but to riot in luxury, in the ungracious abuſe 
of God's bounty, when they were in a ſolemn 


manner called to acts of abſtinence and pe- 
nance, and that upon ſuch principles as would 
become only a mere Epicure, or the Fool, : tha? 
bath ſaid in lis heart there” is no God, — This 
was ſuch an aggravation of their wickedneſs, 


as might juſtly prepare our expectation for ſome 


extraordinary inflitions of the divine vengeance. 


And ſuch we accordingly find denounced in the 


following verſe; and it was revealed in mine ears 
by the Lord of” H ofts," Surely this iniquity 'fhall 
not be purged from you, till ye die, faith the Lord 


Goa 'of Flofts. A ——_ denunciation! a ſolemn 
em- 


116 
emphaſis, of woe! which might well make the 
ears of every one that heard it to tingle 
which, with an effect like that which, ſome 
time afterwards, the miraculous hand- writing on 
the wall had upon Belſhazzar, would at once 
damp the jollity of the feaſt, work an inſtanta- 
neous conviction in their minds, and awaken a 
luxurious riotous people into a ſerious appre- 
henſion of danger, and dread of impending pu- 
niſhments, and in the end produce a change of 
heart and reformation of manners. 
And indeed we have good grounds to believe 
that theſe denunciations of the divine judgments 
by the Prophets were not delivered in vain. As 
far as we may in this caſe argue from the effect, 
from temporal bleſſings, which were. viſible 
marks of the divine favour, the preſent ſup 
ſition ſeems to be well founded: for we find 
that, throughout the remaining part of Heze- 
| kiab's. reign, for the ſpace of | years, the 
Jeus did in fact enjoy a ſtate of — proſ- 
perity. Vea we may perceive the reaſon of this 
as —— in the | above- cited paſſage from 
2 Cbron. 32. 26. When wrath was upon the 
King and whey for their ungracious behaviour, 
we read, that be humbled himſelf for the pride of 
bis beart, both be and the inhabitants of Feruſa- 
lem, jo that the iprath of the Lord came not upon 
them in the days of Hezekiab. 

But further ſtill (which comes more directl 
to the point) in the 26th chapter of Jamal 
where the prophecy of Micab the Moraſthite is 
expreſſly cited, this reflexion is immediately 

ſub- 


in 


116 

ſubjoined; Did Hezekiab king of Fudah and all 
Judah put him to death? did be not fear the 
Lord, — beſought the Lord? and the Lord re- 
pented him — evil 2 ow; 1 SO 
again them. 

From chis-poniori: afiſer we learn that, 
uence. of the divine Call by his Pro- 
phet, there followed a national repentance 3 
and, in conſequence of that, a ſuſpenſion of the 
threatened judgments, a reconciliation to the 
divine — . ar — . > national 
proſperity.” n | 

tious ds omen fem this example! 
may- the of like ce alleviate 
the guilt and puniſtment of lite offences! may 


we in this our day know the things which be- 


long to our peace! and may the Lord our God 
be gracious anto- way! ae rejoiot over us for 
good continually !- 1 

J am now come to make! application of the 
Doctrine to the proper moral uſes, and _ yon: 
pores of the preſent folemnity, 

Hath then God called this kingdom to 1 
lemn acts of humiliation and re ACC? —— 
What is the manner and occaſion of this Call? 
— what frame of mind and behaviour is re- 


_ quired of us in our preſent" circumſtances? — 
An» enquiry into theſe particulars will take in 


the conſideration of all that ſeems worry mate- 
rial and pertinent to our purpoſGGQ.. 

| God hath not indeed given this nation ſuch 
an extraordinary Call, as he gave to Hezekrah 
10 the men of Judah. He hath not imme- 


diately 


* 
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diately ſent a ſpecial meſſage by his Prophet, 
declaring his will and denouncing his judg- 
ments: this was the ſingular privilege of the 
Jeus, under a Theocracy; — Nor hath God 
ſpoken immediately to us in the ſirong wind and 
earth-quake, in the extreme vehemence of his 
diſpleaſure, and terrors of his judgments, the 
ſword, the peſtilence, and famine: though e- 
ven in theſe reſpects we perceive uncommon 
occurrences. which might ; juſtly awaken our 
fears and engage our circumſpection. — But 
ſurely a ſufficient Call hath been given us in an 
ordinary way. Gad hath been continually ſpeak- 
ing to us in a „ill ſmall voice: by the preaching 
of the Miniſters of his Goſpel he makes a ſuffi- 
cient declaration of his will and the people's 
duty: by the proper application of general rules 
in his written word to any particular caſes, we 
are taught to know and obey his Laws, and 
dread his diſpleaſure ; to conſider his goodneſs 
and ſeverity in a practical view, as leading to 
repentance. — tt W l e 
Moreover God addreſſes himſelf to every 
conſiderate. attentive mind in the courſe of his 
providential diſpenſations, in the filent empha- 
tical language of many ſingular events: thus e 
Lords voice crieth unto the city: and the man 0 
wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name : hear ye the rod, and who 
hath appointed it. Mic. G. 9. And indeed many 
events have occurred of an uncommon alarm- 
ing nature, ſuch as ſpeak his more immediate 
interpoſition; ſuch as might juſtly ſtrike our 
minds with the apprehenſion of dangers, and 
| C | 


I'C- 
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recolle& our diſſipated thoughts into a frame 
of ſeriouſneſs. ' The man of wiſdom will read the 
admonition, and avoid the foreſeen miſchief. 
But beſides this general and ordinary man- 
2 we have received a ſpecial and extraordi- 
ry call by the voice of publick authority. 
Its — to this we are no aſſembled in 
the houſe of God, with faſting and humiliation 
before the throne of divine grace, * for obtain- 
« ing pardon of our ſins, and averting thoſe 
« heavy judgments which our manifold provo- 
« cations have moſt juſtly deſerved — arid for 
<« imploring God's bleſſing and afſiſtance on the 
« arms” of his Majeſty, and. for ig, and 
cc tua ce, 1 oſper 0 
e meh 2 I 
Theſe: are ends of ſerious 2 ſolemn "ry 
portance, and accordingly demand our moſt ſe- 
rious regard. And may the good purpoſes of 
this publick appointment not be fruſtrated by 
our inſenſibility or irreverence in the manner of 
obſervance ! But rather may our preſent reli- 
gious ſervices be a ſacrifice acceptable to the 
Lord, and conſtitute the Chariby _ ſuch” 4 
« Faſt as He batb cboſem n x 
We read in the hiſtory of our bleſſed a- 
viour, that on his . to Jeruſalem, be be- 
beld the city, and wept over il, ching, if thou 
hadft: known, even tou, at leaſt'in this thy day, 
the. things which" belong to thy peace] but note 
are they bid from thine eyes; Such are the ſenti- 
ments of a tender and igenerous mind, excited 
by the 2 of ö n both natural and 
moral, 
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moral, and that train of fatal conſequences, 
Which. would ſoon befall a thoughtleſs and ob- 
ſtinate people. And who now, that beholds 
our Feruſalem, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
what conſiderate well-wiſher to his. coun 
doth not feel ſome emotions of compaſſion 2 
painful ſollicitude? I am here led into an en- 
quiry into our national ſtate, in the ſeveral 
views, Political, Moral and Religious, or, 
how we have behaved in our ſeveral ſtations 
and capacities as members. of the civil com- 
munity, as men, and as Chriſtians. And ſurely, 
ſuch an enquiry, upon this occaſion, admits no 
diſfimulation, and needs no apology; for with- 
out it we cannot exerciſe a ſincere repentance, 
nor be reconciled to the divine favour. * 
And here, what occurrs more obvious to our 
notice (even in a diſtant view without deſcend- 
ing to particulars) what more obvious than 
the general want of a quality which hath been 
formerly eſteemed conſtitutional and characte- 
riſtical in Enghſbmen, ſeriouſneſs of thought, 
and gravity of manners; that habit of mind, 
which is the ground-work of every virtue ; 
that reverence of laws divine and human; 
that awful ſollicitude for things of real im- 
portance; that ſincere zeal for publick good; 
that ſenſe of decorum and dignity of character 
how ſhall I ſay that this manly habit of mind 
is in ſome meaſure among all orders and de- 
grees of men become unfaſhionable, diſgraced 
and exploded ? And what now is ſubſtituted in 
its room? Something foreign to our conſtitu- 

C 2 tion, 
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tion, and unnatural to our temper; a levity of 
manners, a vain gaiety, and diſſipation of 
thought — an inattention to every important 
bulineſs, — a zealous concern about trifles, an 
unmanly elegance of taſte, falſe politeneſs, ex- 
penſive vicious luxury in every ſhape — and. to 
ſum up the compendium of all miſchief, the 
French corruption of our morals ? Methinks our 
enemies ſeem to have almoſt conquered us al- 
ready by introducing among us the imitation 
of their follies and vices, which enervate our 
powers through diſuſe, or corrupt them by miſ- 
application, — But after all, js it not a ſtrange 
infatyation that we ſhould be thus ſeduced by 
the example of a people, whom we have the 
juſteſt reaſon to contemn or dread ? Is it not un- 
accountable that even thinking men ſhould in- 
duſtriouſly, as it were by a general conſent, per- 
vert the reaſon and order of things? that, inſtead 
of attending to the one thing needful, they ſhould 
make I know nat what diverſions and amuſe- 
ments the primary and ultimate concern of their 
lives, and facrifice every ſerious regard to the 
Idol of Pleaſure? and this too in a critical junc- 
ture of time, when their moſt important intereſts 

lie at ſtake, when the apprehenſion of the com- 
mon danger ſhould awaken them out of their 
dream of ſecurity, and call out all their powers 
in the common defence? Surely the view of 
our political ſtate, and the anticipation of pro- 
bable events, ought to fill our minds with a 
proportionate anxiety, and excite our gircum- 


ſpection. 
Pee We 
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We are engaged in an expenſive war, un- 

ſupported by Allies from abroad, a war with 
our moſt formidable neighbour, a nation con- 
ſtitutibnally our enemy, our rival in trade and 
naval power, not leſs oppoſite to us in every 
ſcheme of intereft, than in principles of Reli- 
gion and Civil Government, a war moſt dan- 
gerous in its conſequences, and probably drawn 
upon us by the very fear of the growing dan- 
Under theſe alarming circumſtances have 
we not abundant reaſon to be ſerious and ſolli- 
citous, and to apply our hearts unto wiſdom? 
God, to whoſe arbitration we ſubmit our cauſe 
in this dreadful appeal, (if I may be allowed to 
apply the Prophet's words) calls us on this occa- 
fron to weeping and mourning, the moſt ſignifi- 
cant expreſſion of humiliation and penitence for 
our manifold fins, which have provoked his 
diſpleaſure. But hath our behaviour been ſuch 
as was becoming perſons under ſuch convic- 
tions, and anſwerable to ſuch a ſituation ? hath 
the ſenſe of our guilt, or the fear of puniſh- 
ment produced an habitual ſeriouſneſs or peni- 
tential ſorrow ? hath the apprehenſion of dan- 
given any interruption to the faſhionable 
ſcheme of painful pleaſures, ſplendid follies, and 
expenſive vices? Behold joy and gladneſs, as in 
a ſtate of ſecurity! In the mean while Zhe 
daughters of Zion have ſeemed to fit at eaſe, and 
to put away the evil day, buſied in amuſements, 
and ſporting away their lives in vanity. And 
how few among us did lay theſe things to 
heart, or were grieved for the affi ton of Jo- 
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ſeph? the attention of ſome. was ſwallowed 
up in ſordid cares of avarice, — of others, di- 
verted by a purſuit of ſenſual pleaſures; rbe 
viel and he tabret and the, pipe are in their 
feaſts: but they regard not the work of t. the Lord, 
nor confider the operation of bis hangs. 

Such a levjty of mind is naturally "2 
of inco 2 in behaviour. Accordingly 
amidſt luxury we hear complaints of national 
poverty, complaints of taxes and burdens in- 
ſupportable. But have we ſeen the complainers 
endeavouring to retrench their expences, or 
fhewing any laudable inſtance of temperance and 
frugality ? Behold rather, in our Prophet's lan- 
guage, //aying oxen and killing ſheep, eating fleſh 

drinking wine, with all the cuſtomary ex- 

preſſions of joyous luxury. Amidſt the ſcarcity 
of bread and diſtreſſes of the poor, the rich man 
Faretb fumptuouſly every day, — 5 the beggar at 
bis gate in vain deſires to be fed with the crumbs 
which. fall from his table. — Others are com- 
plaining of the ſhortneſs of life, and yet taking 
great pains to kill and conſume thoſe precious 
hours, which they know.not how to uſe, and 
all this, at the expence of their health, fore 
tunes and reputation. 

Let us look now on the men of buſineſs, 
and examine the merit of the great Politicians. 
We hear noiſy pretenſions of ſignal ſervices and 
warm. profeſſions of zeal for the publick good: 
But what at the bottom do we generally diſco- 
ver this to be? nothing in reality, but ſordid 
attachment to a ſcheme of private at's 

whic 


1 
which, conſiſtently with their narrow views, is 
made the ſtandard of publick good. Credulous 
people are deceived by the ſound of words: 
their: praiſe their ſaying, and rthereout ſuck 
they no - ſmall advantage: However men may 
dignify their ſchemes by ſpecious titles, yet this 
is certain, that in proportion as any party-in- 
tereſt takes place, the publick intereſt is ob- 
ſtructed: for a Part cannot paſs for the Whole; 
nor the ſpirit of faction for a publick ſpirit : 
the common good i is generally injured by men's 
contention for private advantages, as their ſer- 
vices are diverted from there proper employ- 


| ment. | 


On the other band, Uberemer we obſerve 
the exerciſe of abſtinence and moderation amidſt 
the means of wealth and power, we juſtly ad- 
mire and reverence ſuch diſtinguiſhed charac- 
ters: the praiſe of this is proportionally more 
meritorious, as it is fingular and uncommon: 
Moſt men are forward enough to make magni- 
ficent profeſſions ; but ſelt-denial is the true 
teſt of fincerity : where this is found, there is 
ſome ſure ground for confidence : and well 
may the people rejoice, when they ſee ſuch 
examples of true magnanimity and publick-ſpi- 
rited virtue! 

From this general brief account we collect 
that our moral and political ſtate bears a bad 
aſpect. One might be led to imagine that the 
minds of men were under an univerſal infatua- 
tion, and given up to ſtrong deluſions. But 
after all, tis not want of knowledge in this in- 

quiſitive 
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quiſitive enlightened age; tis the want of 
Chriſtian virtue, which affords chief matter of 
our complaint. Men are deſtitute of the true 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, of thoſe religious prin- 
ciples, which would ſanctify their abilities in 
every ſtation. They cannot bear that ſcheme 
of morality, which impoſes a reſtraint on their 
ſenſual appetites: they cannot reliſh that wiſ- 
dom which is purely ſpiritual: nor have they 
any concern for Chriſt's kingdom, becauſe it 7s 
not of this world. If they were better Chriſtians, 
they would alſo be better members of the Com- 
monwealth in all capacities: and it would ap- 
pear that the fear of God is the beginning and 
perfection of wiſdom political, as well as reli- 
ious. 
- And this leads me to make a \ nick reflexion 
on our national ſtate with regard. to our reli- 
ons. character, as our faultineſs in this reſpect 
upplies one principal cauſe and matter of our 
preſent humiliation. Men in every age have 


complained of the degeneracy of the preſent 


times. Wickedneſs hath always abounded in 
different ſhapes and degrees: but there ſeems 
to be one circumſtance, | which diſtinguiſhes 
the character of this age from that of preceding 
generations, namely, the want of hypocriſy 
and diſſimulation of our vices.. Yea the ſenſe of 
ſhame and decency ſeems in a great meaſure to 
be extinguiſhed ; and profaneneſs and irreligion 
appear more openly in publick with an air of 
popularity and triumph. — The man of qua- 
lity and faſhion hath now too much honour to 

be 
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be thought an hypocrite; and accordingly pre- 
ſumes to act in open defiance of God's Laws 


yea, and glorieth in the . applauded 
preſumption. | 
The man of wit is too wiſe to believe Re- 
velation : he is bold enough to contradict what 
was written for his inſtruction, and to ridicule 
that juſtice, which-one day he will have reaſon 
to dread. 
And as for the common people, who are 
zuided by the example of thet: f. ſuperiors, what 
can be expected of them under ſuch influence, 
but a brutiſh contempt of every thing ſacred 
and ſerious, which they ſee fo entirely diſre- 
garded by thoſe, who are ſuppoſed to know 
better? Hence it comes to paſs that common 
, ſwearing, blaſphemy, and profaneneſs are ſo 
frequently heard in our ſtreets, and that with 
impunity, and in contempt of laws both hy; 
man and divine: the people ſeem to fin gree 
dily, and with an air of impudence; and to 
have the fear of man before their eyes no 
more, than they have the fear of God. Becauſe 


ſentence is not ſpeedily executed againſt their evil 
works their hearts are ſet to do evil. 


Further, with regard to the exerciſe of our 
common ' Chriſtian liberty, how ſtrangely do 
we ſee this abuſed ? Some men think it a mat- 
ter of indifference whether they are of the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion or of any Religion at all. They 
are contented to paſs for men of morals, men 
of probity and honour; and under the notion 
ws Prote ants forget that they are Chriſtians: 
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for their behaviour is really inconſiſtent with 
this character, ſince they neither keep God's 
| fabbaths, nor reverence his ſanctuary, nor ho- 
nour his holy word, his name, or ordinances. 
The houſe of God is deſerted, while every tem- 
ple of pleaſure is aſſiduouſly frequented ; and 
the great man boweth down and the mean man 
bundles himſelf before that great idol, which 
every man bath ſet up in his heart. ; 

If we carry our views into the ſeveral com- 
munities both the ſmaller and the greater, into 
private families and publick ſocieties, do we 
not perceive an univerſal relaxation of diſci- 
pline, both directive and coercive ? Govern- 
ment, domeſtick, as well as publick, is cor- 
rupted or diſſolved: members of the little 
community are left much at liberty; with- 
out precept, without example, and deſtitute of 
thoſe principles which are the only preſervative 
and ſecurity of their good moral behaviour, 
And what then muſt be the condition of the 
Fines? which is made up af theſe families 

united 

In the mean while, how little care is taken of 
religious education? and what can be expected 
where there are no principles inſtilled which 
might awe the mind, and reſtrain the irregulas 
ſalljes of imagination? What can be expected, 
when our Youth go to the Playhouſe, as to a 
ſchool of Morality — learn wit from the chair 
of the ſcorner — pick up principles of Religion 
in Coftee-houſes, — and their ſyſtem of Fol- 
ticks at Gaming-tables ? 


3 * 
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EConſider now the behaviour of Parents — you 
will find many of them deficient in point of duty 
to themſelves and to their children. It ſeems 
they are too well bred to exact that awe and 
reverence, which is due to their character. And 
Children preſutne to claim a right of indul- 
ence, a premature right of manhood, and of 
judging for themſelves. And withal Servants 
alſo are forward to aſſert their liberty, and in- 
fiſt - upon privilege, the privilege of diſobe- 

Menne 
Look now into the larger community a- 
mong the Great vulgar; there alſo the ſame 
irregularities will be found to prevail; and licen- 
tious mifrule often takes the place of true ratio- 
nal Liberty. Have we not ſeen Faction en- 
couraged and ſupported by popularity, the 
hands of Governors weakened, and the ſons 
of Zeruiab too ftrong for King David? Sub- 
jets emboldened in their oppoſition to Go- 
vernment, impatient of reſtraint, and ſedi- 
tious not only with impunity, but alſo with ap- 
plauſe; taking a pride in deſpiſing that autho- 
rity, by which they ſhould be kept in awe; 
and by their cunning eluding, or by their in- 
fluence overruling thoſe ſalutary Laws, which 
the Magiſtrate. wants courage or ſtrength to put 
in execution ? If indeed it be our national praiſe 
> to have the moſt wiſe and wholeſome Laws 
enacted, it is withal not leſs our national diſ- 
grace, to let them become thus ineffectual: 
In vain are they called in to the aid of Reli- 
gion, while the overflowings" of ungodlineſs, and 
t 1 | the 
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the prevalency of confederate wickednefs pre- 
vent their operation, or diſa their effect. 

On the whole, whitherſoever we turn our eyes, 
we cannot. but obſerve that our liberties, both 
Civil and Religious are ſhamefully abuſed; the 
glory of our Conſtitution is into our 
reproach, and may one day or other end in our 
ruin: for, whereever the regular exerciſe of au- 
thority is ſuſpended or obſtructed, and the ſub- 

ordination of powers is confounded, — where- 
ever the obſtinacy and caprice of "the — 
can overrule the will and invalidate the 

of the governour, and the concluſions of + 
lick wiſdom are forced to give way to the o 
poſition of | perverſe private men, the foundas 
tions of ſuch a Government, muſt be owned to 
be out of courſe: nor can the frame of the beſt 
Conſtitution long ſubſiſt under the influences 
of ſuch corruption, but by a gradual decay 
muſt tend to a diſſolution. 

It therefore behoves all well wiſhers to their 
Country and the common good, inſtead of diſ- 
treſſing publick meaſures by any ill-natured ill- 
timed oppoſition, rather to concur in affiſting 
and ſtrengthening the hands of their Govern- 
ours, in encouraging and ſupporting their ad- 
miniſtrations, for the puniſhment of wicked- 
neſs and vice, and the maintenance of true Re- 
ligion and virtue. And we have all reaſon to 
join in the prayer of our Litany, © that God 
e would be pleaſed to bleſs and keep the Ma- 
< giſtrates, giving them grace to execute y_ 
and maintain truth.” 


The 
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The occafion of the preſent Solemnity hath 
led me into many uneaſy reflexions on our na- 
tional ſtate, conſidered in the ſeveral views, 
Political, Meral and Religious. The practical ap- 
ication of what hath been offered is obvious: 
if from the eſtimate, founded on a general obſer- 
vation of facts, (and not formed in the moſt 
young point of view which imagination might 
uggeſt) it appears, that wickedneſs doth great- 
oy abound and that we are liable to the in- 

ictions of God's judgments, little further need 
be ſaid to teach us what frame of mind be- 
comes perſons in ſuch circumſtances : doubt- 
leſs no other, than that of a ſerious ſollicitude, 
a ſincere penitential ſorrow, ſuch as the ſenſe of 
our guilt and the dread of puniſhment require; 
ſuch as the purpoſes of the preſent Solemnity 
recommend and enforce. 1401 

This leads me to bring into view the laſt 
clauſe of my Text, which with an emphaſis 
of peculiar ſeverity, denounces God's judg- 
ments : and it was revealed in mine ears by the 
Lord of Hoſts, Surely this iniquity ſhall not be 
purged from you, till ye die, faith the Lord God 
of Hoſts. 

Theſe words are expreſs and peremptory ; 
but, like others of like kind, muſt be under- 
ſtood with a due latitude, as conditional propo- 
ſitions, and as taking place upon ſuppoſition of 
continued impenitency, I ſhall accordingly apply 
them by way of practical motive to repentance : 
that theſe terrors of the Lord, denounced by 
the Prophet, may have the ſame effect on us, 


as 
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as they appear to have had upon the Fews, 
and perſwade us to- flee from oth roles 
come. 

We have before our eyes an inſtructive ex- 
ample in a people, who through wonderful vi- 
ciflitudes of their fortune experienced the —— 
rent effects of God's mercy and ſeverity: 
people ſeated by his arm in @ land flowing 
with milk. and boney; bleſſed with uncommon _ 
fluence of all good things, which they 
ctouſly abuſed ; diſcontented with eaſe and plen- 
ty, and impatient of proſperity; prodigal amidſt 
wants, luxurious in the day of mourning, and 
ſporting in the midſt of danger; even then re- 
gardleſs of that Providence, by which they had 
hitherto been wonderfully preſerved. So much 
may be noted in general wth — to their 
moral character, 4 it ſeems to affect our own 
caſe. But, it is molt pertinent to our preſent pur- 
poſe, to recollect that particular paſſage in their 
hiſtory, to which the words of my text ſeem im- 
mediately to allude. It appears, that, after having 
for ſome time enjoyed a ſtate of uninterrupted 
proſperity under a Prince equally brave and 
pious, they were at laſt threatened with an in- 
vaſion by: the moſt formidable power on earth, 
the great king of Af/yria. As they were fore- 
warned of — danger, they made timely pre- 
parations; a proceeding not only innocent but 
commendable. What then was the crime, 
which gave occaſion to this extraordinary inter- 
poſition of our Prophet? — It was that vice; 
6 generally accompanies a ſtate of gaſs ow ; 

C- 
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ſecurity; it was their pride in their own "ws 
formances, their overweening confidence in their 
own ſtrength and policy, which prompted them 
to give a looſe to the ſallies of luxurious mirth 
and gaicty, at a time unſeaſonable and in a 
manner indecent; whereas in their circum- 
ſtances it rather behoved them to implore 
God's aſſiſtance and bleſſing upon human 
means — to ſubmit their cauſe to his arbitra- 
tion in humble confidence of his favour — 
by ſolemn acts of humiliation to deprecate his 
diſpleaſure, acknowledge his ſovereignty, and 
engage -his protection, This gave occaſion to 
that heavy cenſure brought by our Prophet in 
the words of my Text. And we ſhould ap- 
ply the moral inſtruction from thence ariſing to 
our own caſe, as far as we find our ſelves af- 
tected by the n of concurring circum- 
ſtances. 

Here then, have we not for ſome time 
with a ſort of jealous dread beheld the grow- 
ing power of our formidable neighbour the 
great king of Af/yria, that diſturber of pub- 
lick peace, aud deſtroyer of kingdoms? Have 
we not for ſome time lived under painful ap- 
prehenſion of hoſtilities, and invaſions not 
in vain threatened? we appeared early in our 
precautions: conſiderable armaments both de- 
fenſive and offenſive were prepared: with an 
unſuſpected ſtroke of policy, ſuch as the ex- 
ample of our enemies ſeems to have taught us, 
we ſurprized the invader in a diſtant part of 
| Wan world : we choſe to meet the approaching 


dan- 


r 
danger; and to provoke hoſtilities. We ſeemed 
peculiarly pleaſed with a war in an element, 
which we boaſtingly called dur own. We for= 
tified our ſelves in our wooden walls, collected in 
our natural powers, in a' ſtate of ſecurity and 
defiance. We imagined that we had counſel and 
ſtrength for the wur: counting whether with ten 
thouſand men we were able to meet him ibo came 
againſt us with twenty thouſand. On the whole; 
we ſeemed to flatter our ſelves with the per- 
ſwaſion of our ſuperiour powers, forward to an- 
ticipate the diſtant event, dreaming of imagi- 
nary conqueſts. and triumphing before victory. 
— But what hath happened fince the beginning 
of the war? ſurely enough to awaken us out 
of a ſtate of eaſe and ſecurity — let dur ene- 
mies ſpeak the reſt. k 

Methinks the proſpect on every ſide preſents 
to us difficulties and diſcouragements. When 
we call home our thoughts to our own caſe, 
we are ſtruck with the apprehenſion of what 
we deſerve from God's juſtice: when we look 
abroad, we begin to feel what we have rea- 
fon to dread from the power of our enemies. 
Yea we terrify ourſelves with, I know not 
what, imaginary dangers: , We are alarmed with 
the ſudden dread of a foreign invaſion and war 
in our gates. In the mean while is any provi- 
fion made for our defence? is there's ſhield or 
ſpear ſeen among forty thouſand in Iſrael? what 
a ſtrange diffidence of our powers, What a ti- 
midity and ſelf-deſertion enfeebles the hands and 
hearts of our people, ſo that for our protection 
4b N we 
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we ' muſt have recourſe to mercenary forei 

troops, perhaps dearly enough paid, but _ 

thanked for their unneceſſary ſervices ? 

But whatever the real circumſtances of our 
national ſtate may be, ſtill the duty of humi- 
liation and penitence will ever take place, as 
long as we are dependent creatures, and a fin- 
ful nation; and more eſpecially ſo, in the pre- 
ſent time of difficulty and danger, when our on 
is going forth againſt the enemy. _ 

If indeed we are diffident of our ſtrength, or 
conſcious of our weakneſs, the caſe then ſpeaks 
it ſelf: neceſſity enforces the exerciſe of piety, 

and directs our recourſe to the divine aid where 

human ſuccours fail. But, if we were really 
poſſeſſed of all thoſe advantages, which com- 
monly carry with them the aſſurance of ſuc- 
ceſs, yet we muſt ſtill remember that there is 
an overruling Providence, whoſe interpoſition 
ſuſpends, directs, and controuls the operation 
of ſecondary cauſes, and, contrary to apparent 
probabilities, often produces ſtupendous effects 
by means diſproportionate and inadequate. And 
indeed God hath not in this reſpect left him- 

ſelf without witneſs: the many aſtoniſhing vi- 

cifſitudes in the fate of kingdoms ſpeak his im- 

mediate power, and remind the greateſt among 

men of their dependency. He raiſeth up one 
nation for the chaſtiſement of another : he 
maketh Aſſyria the rod of bis anger, the uncon- 
ſcious inſtrument and executioner of his pur- 
poſes. Again, be putteth down the mighty from 

n ſeat, and n the proud in the imagi- 


E nation 


„ 

nation of their hearts. The beſt contrived 
{themes of human policy by ſome unforeſeen 
occurrences are often unactountably diſconcert- 

ed; the counſels of Acbitophel are defeated ; 

the hearts and hands of the mighty are ſuddeniy 
weakened; Kings with their armies flee and are 
diſcomfited : at his command the elements are 
armed with deſtruction, the flars in their courſes 
Fought.againft Siſerab. By ſuch ſignal interpoſi- 

tion of extraordinary power he occaſionally afſerts 
his univerſal ſovereignty, to the intent that the 
living may know that the mg High 1 ruleth in the 
kingdoms of men. 

Under ſuch oonvictions we are taught this 
leſſon of true political wiſdom; not to rely 
wholly on the arm of fleſh, nor to preſume upon 
the certainty of ſuccels from the imagined ſu- 
periority of our ſtrength ; but tather, after the 
due application of the moſt probable means, in 
ſubordination to the divine will, to refer the ar- 
þitration of our cauſe to him who -judgeth right, 
and to ſubmit the iſſue of things to the conduct 
of his good providence; in humble confidence 
of his favour. And indeed there are ſome pe- 
culiar circumſtances in a war by ſea, which in 


a more feeling manner inculcate theſe confide- 


rations on our minds: i be works of the Lord 
and his wonders are ſben inthe deep t eyery hour 
admoniſhes men of their ben ant and weak 
condition, while they are beſet with ſuch va- 
riety of contingencies and perils, or, more prò- 
perly ſpeaking, with frequent and various in. 
i ht of the divine power OY 

* - Ne 


[ 35 } 


the miniſtry of the elements ; making them in- 
ſtramental either to fave or deſtroy. He ruleth 
the raging of the fea : the winds and florms fulfil 
bis word. 

Let us look back into the hiſtory of paſt 
events: let us confult our own reflexions, and 
riences; — in every view we meet reaſons 
ſufficient to diſcourage all arrogance and pre- 
ſumption in our preſent ſtate, to teach us a 
leſſon of diffidence and humility, and to direct 
our application to the fountain of all goodneſs 
and power. It is well known that, amidſt the 
changes and chances of our dependent ſtate, 
the moſt ſanguine expectations are frequently 
defeated, and preſumption is chaſtiſed by diſap- 
pointments. No king can be ſaved by the multi- 
tude of an hoſt: Armada's ible have been 
overcome; and fortreſſes impregnable have 
been taken, — and what can we ſay is impoſ- 
ſible i in the courſe of God's providence? God's 

judgments are already ſeen in the earth: zhe 
2 of his indignation is liſted ub: and who 
knoweth the allotments of his juſtice, and the 
final iſſue of things? In this our day of trouble, 
when the Aſyrian power is coming down upon 
us like the ruſhing of mighty waters, let us, 
with the good king Hezekiah, go into the houſe 


of the Lord, and with the moſt ſignificant ex- 


protons of penitence and humiliation implore 
is favour and protection. And, if the conti- 


nuance of our proſperity hath betrayed us into 
preſumption and ſecurity, with a diſregard of 


our almighty defender, and thereby juſtly. pro- 
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of our Jeruſalem for his names ſake. 
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Tit Ach. a faſt that I have choſen ? a day for 

_ & man to afflitt his ſoul? is it to bow down 

His head as a bulriſh, and to fpread ſack- 
cloth, and aſhes under him? wilt thou call 
this a faſt, and an acceptable day to the 

Lord? . 

Is not this the faſt that & — choſen ? to looſe 
- the bands of wickedneſs — &c? 


HIS day of publick Humiliation 
(if I may be allowed to apply the 
words of king Hezekiah on a like 

©: - occaſion) is to us a day of trouble, 
— of rebuke — and blaſphemy : — Of trouble, 

as ſuggeſting uneaſy apprehenſions of various 
unknown dangers and difficulties, incident in 
the courſe' of a long-continued and far-extend- 
ed war: of rebuke to our ſanguine hopes, diſ- 
appointment of our premature expectations of 
victories, triumphs, and publick tranquillity: 

Of 5/a/phemy, —as affording matter of ſlander 
to our enemies from abroad, and of complain 
and murmurs at home. —— © Wherefore Ii 


66 up 
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« up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.” 
In ſuch circuniſtances of diſtreſs, where 
the interpoſition of divine aid is evidently ſo 
much wanted, we are naturally led to make 
our ſupplications for direction and ſupport : 
And the voice of publick authority, with 
great reaſon, now calls us to as of humilia- 
tion, and prayer, And may the dye perfor- 
mance of the religious ſervices preſcribed, ren- 
der this an acceptable day unto the Lord! © 
It vas indeed aur wi — it. was our earneſt 
expectation, that the occaſion of our meeting 
in the houſe of God ſhould have been different 
from what we at preſent find: — that we 
ſhould have come with our peace-offerings — 
with facrifices euchari/tical, rather than expra- 
tory — with thankſgivings for bleſſings recei- 
ved, rather than deprecations of thoſe tempo- 
ral evils which we have reaſon to dread. —— 


But, ſince God's providence hath ordered things 
otherwiſe, it behoves us to bring a frame of 
mind ſuited to our preſent circumſtances.,;Se- 
vere admonitions are ſometimes neceſfagg. to 
awaken the mind into a ſeriqus ſollicitude and 
confideration of our true ſtate. It is better tn 
zo to. the houſe of maurning, than, ta ga, to the 
veuſe of Feaſting, — to eee wits 
dom in the ſchool of IF, he 


JON in than riot in, the 
abuſe of God's mercies. We are tod cafi 


7 
1 


of our vature; and enjay the pleaſing delu- 


i _ - $* . : 124 0 i 
ſion, till our proſperity. becomes our ruin: 
IIB I 4.4 (3 1 1 II I 4 | * & 
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To give due impreſſions of the former is the 
duſineſs of this day's ſolemnity; and we are 

now, in a more eſpecial manner, called upon 
to make proper expreſſions of our religious 
principles, to acknowledge God's ſovereignty, 
and our dependency, to confeſs our demerits, 
to revere his e to bewail our wickedneſs, 
and ſupplicate for his mercy; and to implore 
— b ag on — voxe pt: arms, Wal, ? 
the end, peace, y and erity may 
refed in prepetulred in theſe Aegi 
Theſe are points of folemn importance; and 
accordingly demand our moſt ſerious regard: 
And may the effects of theſe religious impreſ- 
Hons be 3 in our hearts; and the ex- 
erciſe of this humiliation prove not merely 
occaſional, and formal, but conſtant and habi- 
tual ! may it continue, ſo long as the reaſon of 
it ſubſiſts; or in other words, ſo long as we 
are ſinners! while we continue ſuch we ought 
to expreſs our penitence, and bring forth fruits 
worthy of repentance in the univerſal reforma- 
tion of our manners. k LOI 

The doctrine contained in the text, and 
which I would chiefly recommend to your 
conſideration, is the moral purpoſe of Faſting 
— that great end to which all acts of abfti- 
nence are ſubordinate, as means; ſhewing, 
that the external formality of obſervance will 
little avail, when deſtitute of the internal 
principles of piety towards God, and' charity 
towards our Neighbour. — re 


A 2 The 


The prophet A the expoſtulation of 
my text with a preface ſetting forth his au- 


thority, as being a meſſenger from God. Cry 
aloud, ur — lift up thy, voice lite a Fae 
pet; and 2 pope their tranſgreſſion, 
and the. — of Jacob their fins. In like man- 
ner, in extraordinary inſtances of this kind, 
the miniſters of the goſpel are authorized to 
do, what, upon other occaſions, the peo ple might 
be inclined, to think leſs decent or i. Kkaſonable, 
ro ſhew. the people their tranſgreſſions ; to re- 
buke vice, and denounce God's judgments 
againſt impenitent ſinners; not only without 
diſſimulation, or reſerve, but with a peculiar 
degree of freedom. This is not on their 
priviledge, but alſo their duty. 

He then proceeds to remark the diſſimula- 
tion and hypocriſy of the Jews in their formal 
acts of religious worſhip; while at the ſame 
time their behaviour contradicted their pro- 
feſſions. 

» Yet. they ſeek me lach ly, and delight. to 
know my ways, as a nation that did righteouſ- 
neſs, and forfook not the ordinance of their God : 
they aſe of me the ordinances of juſtice; they 
take. delight in approaching to God. It ſeems, 
they kept up the outward appearances of piety, 
and made ſpecious profeſſions of righteouſneſs. 
They punctually attended the temple-ſervice; 
they offered the., ſacrifices, appointed, and 
boaſted of their legal ſanctity: Vea, they 
even preſumed to expoſtulate with their God 


a Ver. 1. b Ver. 2. 


for 
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for not doing juſtice to this their fingular de- 
ſert; for not anſwering their expectations; or 
not diſtinguiſhing their oſtentatious 5 by 
ſome eminent reward. 

* Wherefore bave we faſted, tay they, 8 
thou feeſt not? | wherefore bave we afflicted our 
foul, and thou takeſt no knowledge ? We here 
perceive a ſtrong. inſtance of their arrogance as 
well as folly. It ſeems they valued themſelves 
upon the mere act of faſting, as a matter of 
extraordinary merit in the ſight of God, and 


thought God's juſtice debtor to their claim of | 


reward. The motives and principle, _ 
which they ed, were unwarran 

and ſuch as would invalidate the effect of al 
religious ſervices. To them may be applied 
what St. James ſays on a like occaſion; ÞT hey 
aſe and receive 1 becauſe they aſe amife, that 
they may conſume it upon their 'Iuſts. Lake their 


perverſe fathers in the wilderneſs they required 
meat for their luſts, and grudged if they were 


not ſatisfied. They looked upon every diſap- 
pointment of their expectations as an injury 
done them; whereas at the ſame' time they 
were acting in direct contradiction to the will 


of God, and induſtriouſly defeated the moral 


purpoſes of this inſtitution, which they pre- 
tended to obſerve. 


— Behold in the day of your faſt 2 find 
— — and exact all your 7 otwith- 


ſtanding all the appearances of piety they ſtill 

indulged their vicious inclinations; notwith- 
2 Ver. 3. b Jam, 4. 3. c Ver. 3 

N ſtanding 


[6] 

ſtanding their ſhew of rigour and auſterity, 
they did not exerciſe any act of true felf-de- 
nial;; — in their dealings with their poor 
brethren they were ſtill hardhearted and op- 
preſſive; hardhearted maſters to their ſer- 
vants, oppreffive creditors to their neceſſitous 
e, yr g, for Pri and dehte, and" 
Bebo ye faſt for firife and debate, and to 
ſinite with ihe fit of 2 Ye fhall not 
Faſt as ye do this. day, to make your voice ro be 
Heard on high. Here was an aggravation of 
their crime, that they made religion an inſtru- 
ment of their wickedneſs; and under that 
pretence endeavoured to juſtify and authorize 
every act of injuſtice: They miſunderſtood 
and abuſed this religious ordinance. Hereupon 
the prophet proceeds to reprove their arrogance, 
and rectify their miſtakes; and to convince 
them of the inſufficiency of the outward act 
without the true moral uſes. Theſe he diſ- 
tinctly points out, as the only qualifications 
which could recommend their religious ſervi- 
ces to the divine acceptance. 
l it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen? a 
day for a man to afflit his foul ? it is to bow 
down his head as a butruſh, and to ſpread fack- 
cloth and aſhes under him? wilt thou call this 
a faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord? There 
is in theſe words a peculiar force and elegance 
of the ſacred oratory for reprogf For 


v. E b. S. 
conrection 


SE 


correfion -—— for infirution in righteoufueſs.* 
However, it cannot here be f poſed, that 
the prophet in expoſtulations of this kind ab- 
| folutely 3 thoſe rites, or religious acts 
which God had enjoyned, or approved. He 
condemns only a abuſe of facred ordinan- 

ces, which rendered them the inſtruments of 
hypocriſy. And indeed they; become no other 
than a mere formality and mockery-of religion, 
when deſtitute of a true principle, and not 
. with thoſe oy al effects, in which 


"bis not ebis the fat that a he 2 to 
420% the bands of wickedneſs; to undo the 3 
burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and 
that ye break every yoke ? Here — acts of 
negative virtue are pointed out, an abſtinence 
from thoſe crimes to which they were moſt 
addicted: And withal, in the — clauſe, 
ſeveral poſitive duties are enjoined. 

I it nat to deal thy breed. to the hungry ? 
and, that thoy bring the poor that are caſt out 
to nen ? when, foes aug: tbe naked that 


a Ap parallel paſſage 1 on \ the Like 8 with re- 
2 Hoſe religiqus ſervices, occurs Micah VI. 6, 7, 8.— 
r. ſhall I come before the Lord, and boto mylelf before the 

high Ged ? ſhall I come before bim with burt offerings, with 
alves of a year. old? will the Lord be Pleaſed with thouſands of 
Ares or with ten thouſands of rivers of ol? ſhall I give my firſt 


Vun for my tr 
Lu. 
d require of thee, oy to do juſily, and to love mercy, and 


anſgreſſien, the fruit m body for the fin of my 
2 de hath fp thee O man what is good; and what doth 
0 
humbly with thy God , 
”Y V. 6. e V. 


1 


thou 


1381 


thou couer bim, and that thou hide not thyſelf 


from thine own fleſh 2: On the whole, they were 


taught that an outward conformity to the or- 
dinance would not anſwer the purpoſes of the 
inſtitution without a ſuitable principle of real 
piety : — that it was not the disfigured, ſor- 
rowful countenance — the hypocritical 'ſhew 
of a temporary piety —-the appearing unto 
men to faſt — that it was not the moſt ſuper- 
ſtitious punctuality in the performance of the 
external act which would recommend thoſe 
ſervices to God — his is not the faſt, which 
the Lord hath choſen: That only is the true 
faſt, which is ſo in a moral ſenſe ; an abſti- 
nence from every fort of wickedneſs; more 
eſpecially from that hi doth more eafily be- 


et us; acts of denial to ourſelves, reſtraint of 


our favourite inclinations, ſenſuality, avarice, 


. ambition, malice, and revenge, &c : — acts 


of [benevolence to others, of charity to the 
poor and diſtreſſed. This is the true faft 
which the Lord hath cheſen, as proceeding from 
a principle of true piety, and directed to a 
good end: This is the faſt which God hath 
promiſed to accept and reward. Accordingly 
the prophet by way of motive and encourage- 
ment ſubjoins the following declaration: 

* Then: ſhall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health | ſhall ſpring forth 
ſpeedily e and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before 
thee; and the glory of ibe Lord ſhall be thy 
rereward. Then' ſhalt thou. call, and the Lord 


a V. 8, 9. 
ſhall 


1 
Dall anſiver; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay; 
here I am. In this and the following verks 
to the end of the chapter the prophet, reca- 
pitulatitig the moral duties he had before in- 
Join d, recommends them to their practice by 
the promiife of peculiar rewards, repreſented 
by ſuch images as convey ideas of whatever 
is moſt glorious or amiable : their piety is 
made the means and condition of their tem- 
poral ptoſperity : the fame God who brought 
their fathers out of Egypt, and conducted 


them through the wilderneſs with a pillar of 


fire, ſhall by his ſpecial providence guide and 
protect them in all dangers and difficulties of 
ife : that God, whom they worſhip in ſpirit 
and in truth, will hear their prayer and an- 
ſwer their petitions, and He, 7hat ſeeth in ſe- 
cret, himſelf will reward them openly: the Lord, 
who commanded to keep holy the ſabbath- 
day, ſhall reward their obedience to this com- 
mand, when their obſervance proceeds from 
a true principle of religion; — when they ho- 
nour him, not doing their own ways, nor find- 
ing their own pleaſure, nor Jpeating their own 
words. Such inſtances of ſelf-denial and con- 
formity to the divine will ſhall intitle them 
to the divine favour ; then ſhall thy light riſe 
in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs ſhall be as the 
noon-day. _ | 

So much by way of comment upon the 
context, as containing uſeful matter of in- 
ſtruction, ſuited to the preſent occaſion. 


B I can- 


[ 20 ] 


I .cannot by way of application draw a 


complete parallel between our caſe, and that 


of the Fews ; ſuch is the diſparity of circum- 
ſtances. The Jeus were cenſured by the pro- 
phet for their diſſimulation and hypocriſy in 


religion — for their vain pretenſions, and ex- 


ternal ſhew of piety, deſtitute of any real in- 
ternal principle. Indeed we have no reaſon 
to think ourſelves in general affected by this 
imputation. We are far from claiming any 
merit in the external obſervance of religious 
ordinances ; tis rather to be feared our natio- 
nal character comes under a cenſure of a dif- 


ferent kind, from our aptneſs to abuſe our 


boaſted liberty, in the contemptuous diſre- 
gard of inſtitutions human and divine. 

We indeed remember one extraordinary 
occaſion, when a Faſt appeared to produce 
its proper moral effects. When the Lord aroſe 
to ſhake terribly the earth, then indeed all 
orders and degrees of men were alarmed with 
the apprehenfion even. of the diſtant danger. 
They who were inattentive to every ordinary 
call, to the ſtill ſmall voice of God, at once 
perceived His viſible. judgments in the terrors 
of an earthquake and were aſtoniſhed into a 


fit of ſeriouſneſs and piety. Then indeed their 


grand buſineſs of pleaſure and diverſion was 
for ſome time ſuſpended, and their minds 
were poſſeſſed with an awful ſollicitude; 
when God's. judgments were ſeen abroad in 
the earth, they then began to learn right- 
couſneſs : our churches were filled with un- 

uſual 


( x7 ] 
uſual numbers; even people of faſhion and 
high rank expreſſed figns of a new-felt de- 
yotion, and mixed with the vulgar in the 
common acts of humiliation and penitence. 
Such appearances of religious impreſſions in 
them were as extraordinary as the occaſion. 
But it was ſoon found, that their piety gra- 
dually diminiſhed, together with their fears; 


and they quickly relapſed into their ſtate of 


former eaſe and ſecurity. But what will our 
behaviour be found to have been with re- 
gard to the preſent faſt? And how might 
we ſuppoſe the prophet would expoſtulate 
with us on this occaſion ? for diſuſe rather 
than abuſe of the ordinance ; for profane- 
neſs and irreligion rather than hypocriſy. Let 
us therefore thus reaſon with ourſelves : are 
we not dependent and ſinful creatures? a 
nation laden with iniquity ? and as ſuch, ſub- 
jet to the infliction of God's judgments ? 
And are we not called by authority to acts 
of publick humiliation and penitence ? Surely 
on this occaſion any appearance of joy and 
gladneſs, gaiety and pleaſure, would be doubly 
criminal, not only unſeaſonable and indecent, 
but alſo profane and impious. Neither is there 
any among the ſons of men too great to 
humble himſelf before God ? Yea, rather, 
the obligation to the duty riſes in proportion 
to the greatneſs of their ſtation and character : 


for as the divine favour is requiſite to the pre- 


ſervation of national proſperity, they, who by 


office, are moſt intereſted in the effects of 


publick 


1 
ublick adminiſtration, are moſt intereſted in 
romoting the means neceſſary to this end 
and accordingly ought to be moſt exemplar 
in the diſcharge of thoſe religious ſerviccs. 1 
might add, that from a ſenſe of decency, if not 
from the rules of Chriſtianity, and even. on. the 
foot of civil obedience to publick authority, 
48 friends to their country, or friends to the 
government (a character too often given with- 
out any determinate meaning) They ſtand 
more eſpecially obliged to cquntenance and 
ſupport this inſtitution, by their perſonal at- 
tendance, and by publick expreſſions of piety, 
that their light may ſhine before men; my that 
the influence of their example, inſtead of miſ- 
leading into fin, may bring many to right- 
. a | | 
We haye on record in ſcripture an example 
even of an heathen nation which may in- 
ſtruct, or upbraid our behaviour in this parti- 
cular. The men of Niniveh will riſe in judg- 
ment with this generation, and will condemn it. 
How ſolemn and affecting were the circum- 
ſtances of their whole proceeding, even as it 
appears in the ſimple narrative of the ſacred 
liſtorian! — 2 They believed God, and pro- 
claimed a faſt; and the King of. Nintveh aroſe 
from his throne, aud laid his robe from him, 
and covered him with ſackcloth and ſat in 
aſhes. And God ſaw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God repented 


2 Fonabiii. 5. &c. 


of 


. 
of the evil that He bad ſaid He would do unto 
them ; and He did it not. 

St, Chry/ſo/tom's reflexion on this paſſage 
deſerves our notice, as being applicable to our 
preſent purpoſe. ** Let us conſider, ſays He, 

what was the manner of their faſt, "which 
« was thus accepted by God; and what were 
© the circumſtances of their l which 
e diverted or ſuſpended the inflictions of thoſe 
* divine judgments which the prophet had 
7 denaunced A ainſt them — Was it the ſim- 
ple act of faſting or putting ſackcloth on 
- « their loins? this cannot be faid : no, it was 
te the univerſal reformation of their manners, 
„And from whence doth this appear? from 
the expreſs words of the Prophet; and 
* God ſaw their works. What works? what ? 
* that they faſted and put ſackcloth on their 
f* loins? no: not a word of this; the Pro- 
e phet paſſing by theſe circumſtances adds 
* that they turned every one from his evil ways; 
ce and the Lord repented him of the evil which 
* be ſaid he would do and he did it not. So 
* you ſee that not the mere act of faſting de- 
„ livered them from the threatned danger: 
te but the reformation of their manners recon- 
** ciled theſe Barbarians to the divine mercy 
Fc and favour.” 3 


a As St. Chryſoſtom' s reflexions are juſt and pertinent, and the 
manner of expreſſion animated and forcible, and truly Demo/theni- 
cal. I beg leave to add ſome other paſſages on the ſame ſubject as 
a ſample of that oratory which formerly was to much admired — 
{ngtucey ON N. 8 TY ren ge H T1 ang ens e ov TY r 
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We perceive in this inſtance what it was 
that reconciled a wicked people to the divine 
favour; not the formality of the outward act, 
but the moral purpoſe; not the mere act of 
faſting, but repentance and reformation of 
manners. 1 2 da 

Again, we have a moſt remarkable inſtance 
of the efficacy of repentance to ſuſpend the 
execution of God's judgments in the caſe of 
Abab, the moſt wicked among the kings of 
T/rael. The terrors of the Lord denounced 
by his prophet worked a tem y conviction 
2 his — with the rf expreſſions 
of penitence and humiliation ; * when Abab 
heard thoſe words, he rent his clothes, and put 
fackcloth upon his fleſh and faſted, and lay in 
fackchth, and went ' ſoftly. And the word of 
the Lord came to Elijab the Tiſhbite ſaying, 
Seeft thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf before 
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me | Becauſe he humbleth himfelf before me, 1 
will not bring the evil in his days; but in his 


ſon's days will I bring the evil upon his houſe. 
In this example we have a leſſon for our ad- 
monition and encouragement; ſince we may 


juſtly argue thus; if a repentance ſo imperfect 


could ſuſpend the execution of God's judg- 
ments, 6199 good effects may not be expect- 
ed from a ſincere and complete repentance ? 
This caſe is likewiſe the more applicable to 
ourſelves, as there was a ſtrong occaſional 
call to repentance : which, though a general 
duty, derives an additional obligation and re- 
2 from the appointment by publick au- 
ority. 

It 5 in the caſe both of Abab and 
of the Ninivites that they not only faſted, but 
repented. A moral effect was produced, to 
which faſting was applied only as an inſtru- 
mental means. And in vain did the Phariſee in 


our Saviour's parable boaſt of his faſting twice 


a week; we find that the repenting publican 
went home to his houſe more juſtified than 
this ſelf-applauding hypocrite. 

Final cauſes are the grand point, on which 
moral agents ſhould fix their view, and ac- 


cordingly regulate their behaviour. Let faſt- 


ing, and every ordinance of like kind be ſub- 


ſervient to the general end — the purpoſes of 


piety — the work of repentance and reforma- 
tion. Let not then the Libertine, on the one 
hand, deſpiſe this inſtitution as uſeleſs and 
inſignificant, which hath a natural tendency 


to 
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to introduce a ſerious frame of mind, and lead 
him to repentance — An inſtitution almoſt 


univerſally received, as the moſt proper ex- 
preſſion of publick humiliation and ſorrow, 
and moſt acceptable to the fupreme Being, 
whoſe ſovereignty is recognized by this teli- 
gious act in the deprecation of his judgments. 
On the other hand, let not the ſuperſtitious 
Chriſtian value himfelf on the ſuppoſed merit 
of ſach ſervices. Let him not forget the end 


for which ſuch ſeverities are exerciſed. I it 


merely to bow down his head as a bulruſh; and 
to ſpread fackcloth and aſbes under him? Some- 
thing more is required to make this a true 
faſt. For in vain doth he humble his body by 
abſtinence, if at the fame time he cheriſhes 
a ſpiritual pride: if with a phariſaical arro- 
gance he, on this account, truſting in himſelf 
that he is righteous, deſpiſes and condemns o- 
thers, as not coming up to the ſtandard of his 
fanctity. Surely in vain doth he affect the 
praiſe of being religious, who is deſtitute of 
the characteriſtical chriſtian virtues, humility 
and charity; hamility before God, and cha- 
rity towards his neighbour. The end of faſt- 
ing then is ſpiritual mortification and the 
work of repentance : and wherein does this 
conſiſt ? Not in any tranſient act of occaſional 
ſorrow, proceeding, it may be, merely from 
the uneaſy apprehenſions of ſome impending 


evil, but in the laſting effects of a ſincere ſor- 


row, a repentance not to be repented of, name- 
ly, a thorough change of mind, and reforma- 
tion 


[ 17 ] 


tion of manners. To this end we. muſt exer- 
ciſe an habitual government of our paſſions, 
and mortify every luſt - cut of our right hand, 
if need be, do violence to the moſt favorite 
inclinations of our corrupt nature in obedi- 
ence to the laws of God. Without this our 
religious ſervices will deſervedly be eſteemed 
the ſacrifice of fools: our almſgiving and 
faſting without this qualification will loſe the 
very name and nature of virtue. And indeed, 
if -there be any merit or praiſe in our virtue, 
it is contained in the exerciſe of ſelf-denial. 
Tis vain to boaſt of continency where there is 
no temptation to luſt, of abſtinence amidſt 
ſcarcity of proviſions, or of bravery when 
there is no danger. True chriſtian fortitude 
is diſtinguiſhed by the ſeverity of the trial, 
where there are ſome dangers and difficulties 
to. be overcome, which are thrown in our way 
by the enemy of our ſpiritual ſtate — by the 
luſts that war againſt the ſoul. Every inſtance 
of ſelf-denial is a conqueſt over them; and 
its value riſes in proportion to the difficulty 
of the ſtruggle. On the whole; hat is not 
the true virtue which is ſuch outwardly in the 
eye of the world — the idol of the vulgar; 
but that which is inward, and of the heart: 
whoſe ſincerity is evidenced by acts of habitual 
ſelf-denial — whoſe praiſe is not of men, but 

of God. Rage | 
So then from what hath been offered we 
collect the true moral end of faſting ; with 
regard to what is paſt — Repentance ; and 
| O with 


181 
with regard to all gratiffcations preſent or fu- 
ture, — ſel/-denial + à complex virtue, truly 
and properly chriſtian; which fleſh and blood 
was unable ſafficiently to reveal, as it is un- 
willing at all to bear. eee 
What then is that e which a chriſtian is 


99 
9 
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all thoſe irregular mdinations and paffions in 
obedience to the divine will — an obedience 
univerſal and, abſolute — without any reſtrie- 
tion or limitation. This is neceſſarily implied 
in the firſt and great commandment ; and ac- 
cordingly an indulgence 988 to any one 
vice is utterly incontiſtent With the character 
of a.chriftian, © ai ; 4. 446 14) * 3 : 5 2 F 9 
In the goſpet-hiſtory we have the remark- 
able caſe of à young man, who came to bur 
Saviour, and chongdt Hint jaſtified by His 
punctual obſervance ofthecommandments, ima- 
gining that he lacked. nothing further requiſite 


heaven. 
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heaven. But He ho knew Fr WAS. in man 
knew and ſhewed him his deficiency ; y 
lackeſt thou one thing; ſell all. that thau. bg 
and giue unto the pegr.; and thau. ſbalt Sv 
treaſure in beauen; and come take up the croſs, 
and fellow me. But what what the event? 
ſcems this was an act of ſelf· denial too 2 
and grievous to. fleſh and blood; be was {ad 
at that-ſaying, and went away, grieved z for le 
had great poſſeſfians. » On which occaſion our 
Saviour pronounced this alarming reflexiong 
how. hard is it fur them that truſt in richgs to 
enter into the Aang 9 Ged!. Mats. * 
Mar. x. Luk, xviII. 

What is obſerved in this inſtance may. by 
parity. of reaſon be applied to many other fi- 
milar caſes. Look into the moſt. plauſible 
characters, and ſpon you will find — one 
thing or other ſtill lacking. Many men keep 
up the decent appearances, of religion, yet at 
the ſame time will not ſcruple to gratify ſome 
importunate paſſion, — ſome favourite vice 
ſuited to their conſtitution or inclination. Thus 
under faſting and the exerciſe of bodily auſte- 
rities we ſometimes fee a maleyolence and un- 
charitableneſs, the effects of a ſpiritual pride. 
In fact, men are apt to make favourable al- 
lowances to their on particular caſe; and 
to urge pretences, either political or religious, 
to excuſe every failing: 1s it not a little one? 
or, when I bow down myſelf in the houſe of 
Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy ſervant in 
this thing. But after all, what is this but a 
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fort of prevarication and hypocriſy cenſured 
in my text by the prophet ? A wilful difo- 
bedience to any one command of God can 
never be reconciled to the principles of Chriſ- 
tianity; for whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, be is guilty / all. 
An imperfe& partial conformity is inſuffi- 
cient: He who frieth the hearts and reins 
will not accept ſuch a blemiſhed ſacrifice. - - * 

Nn bereuitb then ſhall we come before the 
Lord and bow ourſelves before the high God? 
— With the internal principle, as well as the 
outward profeſſions of piety, — with purity of 
heart, as well as cleanneſs of hands, — with 
the reſtraint of every inordinate luſt — he 
luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the 
pride of life every branch of our faſhionable 
follies, and our expenſive luxuries muſt be 
cut off; and a thorough change of mind evi- 
denced in the univerſal reformation of our 
manners; his ig the Ja aft which the Lord hath 
mo * 

This true end and purpoſe of a Faſt i is what 
every one ſhould keep in view; and as the 
publick virtue of the community 1s contained 
in the good behaviour of the ſeveral indivi- 
dual members, it behoveth every one to ap- 
ply this general duty of erer to his own 
particular caſe. 

Give me leave here to point out ſeveral in- 
ſtances in which the exerciſe of the duty 
ſhould take place. Let the ſenſualiſt, or man 
ay e ſtop thort in his career, - vio- 

ence | 
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lence to his inclination, and, conſidering that 
he is a Chriſtian, direct his purſuits to a bet- 
ter end: — Let the adulterer and whore- 
monger withdraw from the 'harlots houſes ; 
reflecting, that for theſe things God will bring 
them to —_—_— — Let the modern Gen- 
tleman of faſhion: be no longer miſled into 
ſchemes of falſe unmanly gallantry, nor mur- 
der his. time, reputation, and fortunes at ga- 
ming tables: — Let the private politician /fu- 
dy to be quiet, and do his own bufineſs : — Let 
the party-zealot learn to ſpeak charitably and 
deal juſtly with his neighbour tho' of a dif- 
ferent denomination: — Let the covetous 
prefer godlineſs to gain: — Let the ambitious 
take the loweſt ſeat — let him renounce his 
views, his immoderate deſires of ſecular inte- 
reſts, and diſhonourable methods of gratifying 
them. And let the man of buſineſs attend to 
the one thing needful, and ſeek fir/t the Ring- 
dom of God and his eee. Let thoſe 
who would be thought the only or the chief 
friends to government be ready to verify their 
profeſſions: let them aſk their hearts, Will they, 
in times of common danger, offer themſelves 
willingly for the publick ſervice ? will they 
aſſiſt with their fortunes, and by their libera- 
lity contribute to the relieving thoſe neceſſi- 
ties of the State, which perhaps were in ſome 
meaſure occaſioned by their rapine or luxury? 
And with regard to thoſe Patriots who diſ- 
tinguiſh themſelves by a clamorous zeal for 
the intereſts of their country, and on this 
principle 


Ls 
principle as implicitly oppoſe the meaſures of 
government, as others ſupport them, let them 
alſo aſk their hearts whether their oppoſition 
proceeds from true publick ſpirit and diſinte- 
reſted views: — or whether they are not in- 


fluenced by reſentment and hatred of the per- 
ſons, whom they oppoſe; by envy of that power 
or honour, which they have in vain lahoured 
to acquire; or by love of praiſe for they know 
not what, that idol of popularity which va- 
niſheth like a dream when one awaketh. — 
Should it appear that their behaviour is in- 
fluenced by any of theſe or the like finiſter 
motives, we have reaſon. to call upon them, as 
well as thoſe. of the contrary party, for the 
exerciſe of ſelf-denial in this reſpect, to mo- 
derate their prejudices. and reſtrain the vio- 
| lence of every favorite paſſion and inclina- 
tion; to ſacrifice. what they eſteem moſt pre- 
cious to the ſenſe of duty; to make all private 
and perſonal regards give way to the publick * 
good: this is the ſtrongeſt proof of integrity; 
and without this the moſt plauſible - preten- 
ſions may juſtly be called in queſtion. _ 
And now perhaps Scholars may aſk — what 
ſhall we do? What acts of ſelf-denial are re- 
quired from us? Submit chearfully to that 
reſtraint of your natural liberty, which the 
rules of your community have impoſed : con- 
form your manners to the eſtabliſhed ſcheme 
of diſcipline, refrain from the petulancy of 
wit, from all irreverence to your ſuperiors ; a- 
void faſhionable luxuries, and expenſive vani- 
18 . | ties 
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ties in every ſhape ; preſerve as much as may 
be the primitive 1 plicity of manners, fru- 
lity in the way of living, and that habitual 
riouſneſs which is the ground-work, and 
preſervative of every virtue. Let the ſenſe of 
ſtatutable obligations enforce that conformity 
of behaviour in the Univerſity, which the 
rules of good manners and decency would re- 
quire of you as Gentlemen i in aſſemblies of tels 
im ortance. 
ot to point out more pertzetlur inflencis 
uber this head, I ſhall only enforce this ge- 
neral exhortation;: that every one in their ſe- 
veral ſtations and capacities would faithfully 
watch over their own hearts in the govern- 
ment of their paſſions and inclinations, by 
the exerciſe of ſelf-denial in its ſeveral branch- 
es: fo, would the good purpoſes of the pre- 
{ſent inſtitution be en effectualty anſwered, 
and this would be fuch a 4 * as the Lord ww 
choſen: | 
I cannot here omit one deren ſuggeſted 
by the words that follow my text; in which 
the prophet cenſures the Jews for 2&s- of cru- 
elty to their poor brethren, both poſitive and 
negative, in inſtances of direct violence and 
oppreſſion, and in withholding the due relief 
for their neceſſities. While we read this cen- 
ſure, We may with oomplaceney reflect 
dur national character, as in neither reſpect 
affected by this imputation. As to the former, 
our liberties civil and religious are ſo well 
guarded by wholeſome laws, that they ſcarce 
allow 
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allow room for complaint on any ſuch; ac- 
count; and ſo far is the ſhew of religion from 
being 1 made an inſtrument of wickedneſs, that, 
thro a general diſregard of it, there ſeems 
ſcarce any temptation left for hypocriſy, nor 
encouragement given to hope, under the pre- 
tence of piety, to ſanctify acts of injuſtice. 
And as to the exerciſe of publick charity 
and beneficence in various ſhapes for the re- 
lief of every neceſſity, ſcarce any age hath 
produced more eminent examples than the 
preſent. May this facrifice prove acceptable 
to the Lord, and be a veil to cover the multi- 
tude of our fins ! - 

I wiſh that we could as eaſily diſculpate 
ourſelves in all other articles: but the very 
appointment of this ſolemnity proceeds with 
too much reaſon. agen a contrary ſuppoſition, 
— a ſuppoſition of national wickedneſs, and 
from thence enforces the neceſſity of a na- 
tional repentance. Although we ought at all 
times, to acknowledge our fins before God, yet 
ought we moſt chiefly ſo to do on occaſions 
extraordinary, — when, we are admoniſhed 
by the voice of publick authority. Let us 
then endeavour to anſwer the moral purpoſes 
of this ſolemn humiliation. Let us under a 
conviction of our unworthineſs, and, as deeply 
intereſted in the conſequences, ſeriouſly call 
our ways to remembrance, — review the te- 
nour of our behaviour, — and finally fo judge 
ourſelves that we be not judged of the Lord. 
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Let us then judge our actions by the 
ſtandard, the rule of God's Laws; not by the 
opinion of the world, or compariſon with 
others. Eſtimates made in ſuch a compara- 
tive view are very apt to deceive us: we be- 
come well enough ſatisfied if we think our- 
ſelves as good, or better than our neighbours, 
or enemies. But, ſurely, it is a fad ground of 
comfort, which ariſes merely from the ſup- 
poſition that others are more wicked than 
ourſelves. Perhaps too the ſuppoſition may 
be haſtily made; and without fufficient war- 
rant. But, were it ever ſo well grounded, it 
would be of no uſe to us — it would not give 
us an exemption from puniſhment : for all 
finners, as ſuch, become debtors to the divine 
juſtice, and muſt ſubmit to its utmoſt de- 
mand. Our Saviour's declaration in this caſe 
{Luk.13.3,5.) is expreſs and peremptory, and 
extends to all perſons, without any limitation 
or exception; I ſay unto Yon, except Ye R'E- 
PENT, Te fhall all likewiſe periſh. 
Moreover, let us not like the Jews flatter 
ourſelves with falſe pretences, and vain hopes. 
— The temple of the Lord, — the temple of the 
Lord were noiſy ſounds in the mouths of thoſe, 
who had no regard for the Lord, or his tem- 
ple. Many alſo boaſted of their national me- 
rit, or that ſome characters among them were 
eminent for piety ; aſſuring themſelves of ſafe- 
ty, as being the diftinguiſhed favourites of 
heaven — The Lord will defend Feruſalem for 
his ſervant David's ſake, A promiſe, which 
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—_ aſſuredly be made good, while they 
kept ends qualified to receive the bene- 


fit: but when. they failed in that, the event 


ſhewed how vain and groundleſs ſuch pre- 
ſumptuous expectations were. We alſo juſt] 
boaſt of our excellent conſtitution in Church 
and State, and the glory of our Reformation. 
But after all, the mere name of a free people 
and of Proteſtants will prove a weak -protec- 
tion of our liberties, civil and religious. And 
ſurely in vain do we boaſt of the liberty which 
we wantonly abuſe,” and of the purity. of our 
reformation, while we diſhonour that cha- 
racter by the degeneracy of our manners; in 
vain do we hope for God's favour, while we 
diſregard his ee and JAranlgreſe his 
Ee. 4 
If then upon the 192 8 
national character it appears, that we have 
degenerated from that ſenſe of dignity and 
ſobriety. which becometh us as Men, as 
Chriſtians," and as Engliſhmen — if we have 
deviated into. a ſtrange levity. of manners 
a falſe unmanly politeneſs and gaiety — the 
manners of that. nation, with whoſe vices 
we ought ever to wage war, and admit no 
manner of communication; — let us ſtop 
ſhort in time, and correct this unaccountable 


infatuation: let us rather exert a manly ſpirit 


and vigour; moſt, agreeable, to our conſtitu- 


tional character, a ſerious ſollicitude, pro- 
portioned to the reſpectiue e of our 


concerns. 
F urther; 3 
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Further; have we miſapplied our riches to 
wrong purpoſes, and perverted the bleſſings 
of plenty into the nouriſhment of luxury? 
let the diſcipline of this preſent Faſt, which 


_ enjoins a temporary abſtinence, ſuggeſt the 


uſeful leſſon of habitual temperance and ſo- 


briety ; ſo that what ſhould be for our wealth 


may never become to us the occaſion of falling. 
If we find that we have abuſed our liberty, 
— perverting it into licenciouſneſs — if em- 
boldened by impunity, and miſled by example, 
we have indulged our paſſions, unawed by any 
reſtraint of laws human or divine, let us take 
this ſeaforiable admonition, and apply our 
hearts unto wiſdom, while we reflect upon the 


miſchievous conſequences of -our behaviour; 


that it really tends to weaken and overturn 


| 1 conſtitution in which we glory. 


And with regard to our relgious liberties, 
as there is a peculiar danger of abuſe, ſo there 
is a ſpecial reaſon of caution. We are indeed 


free from that yoke which neither we nor our 


fathers could hear, the tyranny of the church 
of Rome. But ſtill we are ſubject to the yoke 


of Chriſt, and the rules of Chriſtianity. Our 


character, as Proteſtants, i 1s relative ; — in op- 
poſition to the corruptions of that church, 


_ which we have renounced. And the liberty 


of conſcience in the choice, is far from im- 
plying the liberty of having no religion; — 
it rather ſu 


ur the notion 'of Proteſtants we ſhould ra- 
| D 2 ther 


es the contrary; and that to a 
degree of more than ordinary ſollicitude. Un- 
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ther conſider ourſelves as Chriſtians [reformed ; 
and as fuch, under more eſpecial obligations 
to purity of doctrine and manners. Let not 
our abhorrence of bigotry and ſuperſtition 
miſſead us into profaneneſs and irreligion. Such 
an averſion from Popery is the moſt likely 
means to betray us into it: the tranſition from 
one extreme to another, however diſtant it 
may ſeem, is moſt obvious and eaſy: for the 
principles of the moſt corrupt religion will 
ever be moſt eaſily admitted by thoſe, who 


are unſettled in religious notions, or have no 


principles at all. Let us then in this inſtance, 
act with all that diſcretion and moderation 
which our Chriſtian character implies, as free, 
and not ufing our liberty as a cloak of maliciouſ- 
neſs, hut as the ſervants Gd. 28Q 

Me ſhould conſider, that the hberty which 
we enjoy is a rational, legal liberty; and 
though it implies a freedom of action, yet 
it is ſuch as is preſcribed and limited by law; 


and therefore from a regard to the order of 


that government in which we make our boaſt, 
we ſhould refrain from every exorbitancy, and 
learn to reverence and obey the laws by which 
our liberty is regulated and defended. 
Again, have we been too much elated. by 
eur ſucceſs in war? have we been betrayed 
into preſumption on the opinion of our ſupe- 
rior ſtrength? Pet reffexion here come in to 
our aid, and check the premature joy of tri- 
umph, by pointing out that latent danger, 
which is the ordinary effect of ſecurity = 
ay oe Amidſt 
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Amidſt our higheſt. we muſt ſtill re- 
member — that the race is not always to the 
A 2 nor the battle to the firong ; but it is the 
iveth the victory in the battle. 
yy 1 on this head — but acknowledge 
viſible — of the divine favour to theſe 


kingdoms in a ſeries of extraordinary events: 


And accordingly, amidſt the preſent acts of 


humiliation, in which we confeſs our own 
unworthineſs; we at the ſame time offer 
our tribute of praiſe and thankſgiving for the 


manifold goodneſs of the Lord, who hath done 


fo great zbings for us already; whereef we re- 
Joice. Among other inſtances give me leave 
to mention that wonderful revolution and to- 
tal change of our national ſpirit — a change 


from a ſtate of ſlumber and ſupineneſs, of 


timidity and almoſt ſelf-deſertion, to a ſtate 
of activity and vigour — of ſound both 
military and civil— of bravery and intrepidi- 
ty, and that glorious exertion of our natural 
powers, which hath proved under God the de- 
fence of our own — — the envy of our 
neighbours, — the terror of our cee and 
the admiration of all the world. . 
But moreover, with the moſt r thanks. 
fulneſs we muſt acknowledge the interpoſi- 
tion of the divine power, which turneth the 
hearts of Princes, and controuleth the unruly 
wills and affections of ſinful men, fo fignally 


_ evidenced in + extinguiſhing the evil ſpirit of 


diſcord and faction in exciting a new ſpirit 


af 2 virtue and integrity in — 
tne 
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the union of contending parties, and the uni- 
verſal concurrence of all orders and denomi- 
nations in the common cauſe — the true in- 
tereſt of their country. Tis this union which 
gives health and vigour to the national con- 
ſtitution, and inſpires a courage and ſtrength, 
which, before ſome late tryals, we ſcarce knew 
how to 'exert. May we' ever preſerve a due 
ſenſibility of the important benefit; let us 
never, through neglect or — r 5 500 it's 
good effects 
Laſtly; with regard to the circumſtances 
of this preſent war — while we reflect on the 
motives which gave the occaſion and the man- 
ner in which it hath been conducted, — in each 
of theſe views we find matter of conſolation 
and ſatisfaction; that the bloodguiltineſs of 
the war is not to be laid to our charge — that 
neither ambition, avarice or revenge prompted 
us to act offenſively, without any juſt provoca- 
tion: but ſelf-preſervation called us to arms 
againſt the invaſion-and encroachments of an 
ambitious, infidious enemy. Our generous be- 
haviour hath ſhewn; that we are not a peo- 
ple which delight in war, and ſport in the 
miſeries of mankind. No additional acts of 
eruelty have aggravated the diſtreſſes of our 
conquered enemies; yea rather we have 
gained a double conqueſt over them, firſt by 
our ſuperior valour, and then by ſignal acts of 
unmerited clemency and generoſity. - 
Nay farther, while his Majeſty's arms were 
8 thus * ſucceſsful in way quarter 0. 
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the world, to the aſtoniſhment and confuſion 
of our enemies — and even beyond our own 
expectations — even amidſt this full career of 
proſperity. and triumph, we have ſeen a moſt 
pleaſing inſtance of royal condeſcenſion and 


generoſity, in reſtraining the inſolence of vic- 


tory, and offering peace to the vanquiſhed on 
equitable . terms. But in vain are ſuch over- 
tures. made to thoſe treacherous dealers in 
policy; who, while they ſpeak friendly with 
their mouths, have war in their heart: — in 


vain do we labour for peace. —— For what 


hope of this deſireable bleſſing is there in the 
preſent ſtate of things? ¶ hat Peace! fo long 
as the whoredoms and witchcrafts of this Fe- 
zebel are ſo many? The ambition and in- 
trigues of ſuch perfidious enemies admit no 
honourable terms of pacification ; who make 
the very negotiation for peace the means of 
prolonging the war ; while they artfully de- 
lude a proud infatuated nation into their al- 
liance under their ſpecious pretence of a fa- 
mily-compact — that formidable confederacy 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, which may juſtly 
give an alarm to the neighbouring kingdoms, 
as it hath often embroiled the Powers, and 


endangered the Liberties of Europe. 


Be it then the glory and diſgrace of our 
enemies to diſturb the peace of kingdoms |! 
It was foretold, that offences of this kind 


muſt come; but woe unto them by whom 
they come. Be our praiſe of a different com- 


plexion — the praiſe of true magnanimity ; 


which 
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which is ever conſiſtent with the rules of hu- 
manity, and our chriſtian character to re- 


lieve the oppreſſed — to repelt the oppreſſor 
— to ſhew patience, and forbearance under 


the-provocation of injuries = to ſhe as much 
lenity and moderation amidſt the pride of 
triumph, as bravery and courage in the heat 
of battle. Be this our unenvied honeur. 

Let us above all things proceed in that ſtill 


more intereſting conqueſt — the ſubduing our 


corrupt inclinations by an univerſal reformation 
of manners; let us prove the fincerity of our 
religious profeſſions, by lang the bands of 
wickedneſs in every ſhape, and by the practice 
of every poſſible virtue. So ſhall we make 
this an acceptable day unto the Lord: fo ſhall 

the Lord be further favourable and gracious un- 

to our Sion; — in all circumſtances of difficulty 

and danger become our ſun and ſhield — our 

director and defender — cover our head in the 

day of battle, and give us the long deſired 
bleſſing of peace; fo, that being delivered 
« from our enemies we may ſer ve bim without 

* fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him 

* all the days of our life. ok 
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